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EVENING TIMELINE 
 

6:00 – 6:20PM 
Transport to Downtown 

 
SIMULTANEOUS EVENTS 

 
TASTE OF FAIRHOPE    ART WALK     SHOPPING SPREE 
      Food 6:30 – 8:00pm             6:30 – 8:15pm               6:30 – 8:15pm 
 Beverages 6:30 – 8:30pm              Ongoing                   Turn In 8:15pm 
                                                                                         Drawing 8:25pm 
 
     FAIRHOPE                      MUSICAL                   BOOK 
MUSEUM TOUR        ENTERTAINMENT          SIGNING 
      6:30 – 8:15pm             Greg Brown 6:15 – 8:15PM         6:30 – 8:15pm 
          Ongoing                    John Reno 6:15 – 8:15PM            Lucy Buffet 

         Eden Brown 6:15 – 8:15PM 
 

GROUP EVENTS 
 

8:15PM 
TREE LIGHTING 

 
8:25PM 

SHOPPING SPREE DRAWING 
 

8:40PM 
DOWNTOWN PARADE 

 
8:55PM 

FIREWORKS 
 

9:00PM 
TRANSPORT FROM DOWNTOWN TO GRAND HOTEL 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The beauty and quaintness of main street, the towering oaks 
filled with Spanish moss, and legendary tales of the fish 
phenomenon known as “Jubilee” have long served as 

inspiration for so many who reside and visit the town known as  
Fairhope—a bayside community along the Eastern Shore of 

Mobile Bay.  Like no other place in the world, this area 
provides a certain magical sense of serenity and beauty that 

draws people toward relaxation, romance, cultural awakening, 
and creativity. Ever since its beginnings in the late 1800’s, it 

has always been a unique and wondrous small town.  Its 
founders developed it with a utopian philosophy in mind and to 

this day it has maintained many of those aspects.  As early 
settlers soon found out, the soil of the area was not conducive 

for farming, and soon turned to tourism as one of its main 
sources business.  Throughout the years Fairhope has catered to 

some of the most affluent society has had to offer and lays 
claim to being one of the birth places of Alabama tourism. 

 
As the evening unfolds we hope to show you some of the best 
that Fairhope has to offer and whatever your interest may be 
we’re sure you will find something that will intrigue, excite, 

amaze, or just relax you.  Come taste some of the most 
delectable dishes in our “Taste of Fairhope”, enjoy the beauty 

of our local art in our “Downtown Art Walk”, hear about 
origins of Fairhope at our “Fairhope Museum of History” and 
of course, enjoy our “Downtown Shopping Spree”. These are 

just some of the amazing events planned—ENJOY OUR 
EVENING OF CELEBRATION!!!  



TASTE OF FAIRHOPE 
 

Description 
 

Fairhope has always provided the best in dining experiences 
with over fifty restaurants in the area.  You won’t find very 

many corporate restaurant chains in these parts, instead 
privately owned, family operated restaurants and eateries 
provide some of the most delectable dishes you can ever 
imagine. Fairhope boasts the oldest restaurant in Baldwin 

county, food network favorites, world class chefs, and several 
award winning restaurants. 

Enjoy a “Taste of Fairhope”!!! 
 

Participants include: 
 

Old Bay Steamer- A long time Eastern Shore Seafood tradition 
featuring a world famous steamed seafood platter and 

homemade honey ranch vinaigrette salad dressing that simply 
must be tried. 

 
Andree’s – Featuring fine wine, cheese & things, Andree’s has 
long been a premier caterer, eatery, and provider of specialty 

gourmet foods. Their fresh baked breads are a favorite!! 
 

Panini Pete’s – A Food Network regular, Panini Pete’s has 
taken Fairhope by storm. Featuring the original “Panini 

Sandwich”, delicious beignets, and delectable homemade 
sandwiches and burgers, this is one place you can’t pass up. 

 

DOWNTOWN PARADE 
 

Description 
 

Who doesn’t love a parade!!  Throughout the year Fairhope has 
several parades that take place, including Mardi Gras Veteran’s 

Day, and a Christmas Parade. Every one has its own unique 
flavor but always has that Fairhope charm. Tonight come and 

experience some of all our parades as we present to you a 
beautiful small town, downtown parade. See some great floats, 

catch a few throws and just soak up the atmosphere. 

 
FIREWORKS 

 
Description 

 
What better way to culminate an evening in the most perfect 

small town in America than a display of fireworks. The City of 
Fairhope puts on several displays throughout the year but is 

known the world over for its 4th of July extravaganza. If you’re 
a local, rumor has it that the best place to watch is from a boat 
in the bay. This evening’s display will take place immediately 
following the parade and should be visible from your location 

watching the parade on Fairhope Ave. 
 

Enjoy the spectacle!! 
 
 



TREE LIGHTING 

 
Description 

 
One of the most beloved community events that the City of 
Fairhope puts on is the annual lighting of the trees. Watch 
downtown transform into a winter wonderland before your 

very eyes as we count down and turn on the lights of Fairhope. 
 

Normally, the annual event takes place in mid November and 
the lights come on nightly until after the Mardi Gras season. 

The evening includes choral groups, bands, and a multitude of 
special events that bring thousands of local residents to 

downtown Fairhope. If you have the chance, it is an event you 
definitely want to think about visiting at some point when 

planning a return visit!!  
 

For this evening, the City of Fairhope will be lighting the trees 
especially for you!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fairhope Inn and Restaurant – Chef/Owner and Culinary Institute of 
America graduate Tyler J. Kean provides the best in 

elegant fine dining. With a menu that changes with the seasons you will 
always find something delightful to eat. 

 
Valenti’s Ristorante – From the moment you walk through the door you 
will feel the romance in the air. Featuring traditional Italian cuisine, it offers 
a plethora of wonderful dishes while dining by candlelight. 

 
Mateer’s – The minute you step into Mateer’s the warm, contemporary, 

cosmopolitan, atmosphere will astound you. Featuring dishes from all over 
the world with contemporary, sometimes southern influences, you will find 

a level of excellence that can’t be found anywhere else. 
 

Tamera’s Downtown – New to Fairhope downtown area, it’s fast becoming 
the place to go for fine dining.  Steaks and seafood are just some of their 

specialties. 
  
Mary Ann’s Deli – Known by locals as the place to go for the best lunch in 
town. Their salads, soups, sandwiches and deserts are just the best you’ll 

find around. 
 

Sandra’s Place – Also known for their delectable lunches. They flat down 
have the best chicken salad anywhere.  Sandra’s knows what people like 

and how to treat their customers. 
 

Beverages: 
 

Spirit Station  -- Budweiser 
 

Soft Drink Station – Buffalo Rock KAC Premise Market. 
 
 
 
 



DOWNTOWN ART WALK 
 

Description 
 

The inspiration and magic of Mainstreet, bay side beauty, and local 
culture can be no more amazingly evident than on canvas displayed 

by our local artists. These artists truly capture the essence of the 
area with their beautiful and imaginative works of art. The Eastern 

Shore Art Center created an event to specifically highlight this 
incredible array of talent. 

 
This evening’s Downtown Art Walk is a version of the “First 
Friday Art Walks” developed and sponsored by the Eastern 

Shore Art Center. The “Art Walk” is a fun-filled evening that 
invites the public to come and celebrate the arts and downtown 
Fairhope.  It was started by Robin Fitzhugh, managing director 
of the Art Center, over six years ago and has blossomed into a 
monthly event. With over four hundred participants, they join 

with almost every local artist, and all of the downtown galleries 
in a fantastic evening celebration. 

 
There will be tours ongoing throughout the evening and a tent 

located at the “Conference Center 
Square” to get you started. Tours will begin there and you will 
be escorted by bus to the Eastern Shore Art Center and then 

further on to the individual galleries. 
 

Come and enjoy one of Fairhope’s most treasured aspects—its 
local Art!! 

 

BOOK SIGNING 
 

Description 
 

The Eastern Shore has long served as a place of inspiration for 
some of our nations most famous authors. Whether as a 

backdrop, a local custom intertwined into a plot, or just an 
environment that provides a creative inspiration for story 

telling, the magical area of the Eastern Shore has touched so 
many of our best writers. 

 
Visit downtown Fairhope and meet one of our local favorite 

authors, Lucy Buffett. Her book “Crazy Sista Cooking – 
Cuisine and Conversation with Lucy Buffett” will be available 
for purchase and she will be available to personally sign your 

copy. The book signing will be held at the Fairhope Museum of 
History located on Section Street. Lucy Buffett will be 

available for signing from 6:30 to 8:15pm at the Fairhope 
Museum of History—just ask for directions 

 
Lucy Buffett 

 
Lucy Buffett is most famously known as the owner of LuLu’s 
at Homeport Marina in Gulf Shores but also as the sister of the 

well-know singer/songwriter Jimmy Buffett.  She is a self 
taught, practical chef who has gained most of her knowledge 

through hands-on experience. Her book, “Crazy Sista Cooking 
– Cuisine and Conversation with Lucy Buffett” is not your 
typical cookbook but rather a literary display of her one and 

only special knack for cooking and telling stories.  



MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT 
 

Description 
The magic of the Eastern Shore has long provided plenty of 
inspiration for many internationally known recording artists, 

musicians, and songwriters. Today’s local talent is some of the 
best that’s out there. 

 
Greg Brown 

Greg Brown has been living and playing along the gulf coast 
for the past six years and is truly a unique and gifted guitarist.  
This Fairhope resident is a finger style guitarist that uses the 
entire acoustic guitar- neck, body and strings to discover the 
limitless combinations of rhythm and melody the instrument 

possesses.  His songs truly combine his love for the guitar with 
the beauty of the Gulf Coast. 

 
John Reno 

John Reno is one of the most well known local 
singer/songwriters with a library of CD’s to his credit. Living 
in Fairhope, his musical style can be defined as trop rock – a 

mixture of rock-n-roll and country music with an island theme, 
and lyrics depicting a laid back lifestyle.  John’s music and 

performances have been nominated for several musical awards. 
 

Eden Brown 
Eden Brown, daughter of Greg, is a fabulous vocalist that was 

recently on American Idol. Just watch and enjoy her sing!! 

 

FAIRHOPE MUSEUM OF HISTORY TOUR 
 

Description 
 

Explore the history of Fairhope, one of the most unique and 
interesting stories our nation has to offer.  Fairhope began as a 
dream in the minds of group of individuals who were seeking 
their own special utopia.  The first Single-Tax colonists (so 

called because of their belief in the economic theories of Henry 
George, who advocated no other taxes other than a single land 
tax) looked at land throughout the South and Midwest before 

settling in 1894 on a high bluff overlooking Mobile Bay.  
According to legend, one of the group said that the new colony 
had a fair hope of success, and the community of Fairhope was 
born. This vision and spirit, instilled by this group of eclectic, 

industrious, creative, free thinking people, has persevered 
through time and is why Fairhope is such an inspiration to so 

many. The building itself served as the first municipal building 
of Fairhope. 

 
Guided tours will take place throughout the evening and take 

place at museum itself—just at for directions at the 
“Downtown Conference Square”  information table. Come hear 
how Fairhope became the birth place of Alabama Tourism and 

the people that made it happen!! 
 
 
 



SHOPPING SPREE—Visit the Shops and 
Win!!  

 
Description 

 
Plan to set aside some time this evening to shop downtown 

Fairhope and at the same time have a chance at winning one of 
four $250.00 shopping spree prizes introducing a new concept 

in Fairhope shopping, “Fairhope Downtowner Dollars”.  
Fairhope is internationally known for its wondrously quaint 

and charming downtown shopping.  Developers continue to try 
duplicating this original, but be assured they never quite match 
Fairhope’s ambiance and pleasure when it comes to shopping. 

Whether it is antiques, gifts or collectables, works of art, 
apparel, jewelry, and more, whatever you seek you will find it 
downtown. You won’t find a corporately owned department 

store here, but rather privately owned, family operated 
boutiques and businesses that upon entering you will 

immediately notice the sense of pride owners put into their 
stores -- especially their merchandise, displays and service. 

 
Enclosed in your registration packet you will find the 

“Downtowner Shopping Spree Sheet” that has squares with 
local merchants’ names (see map with merchant locations and 
descriptions on back). Just visit these particular shops and ask 
to have your sheet stamped (not necessary to purchase). Turn it 
in by 8:15pm, Monday August 31st, at the main stage located in 
the “Downtown Conference Square and you will be eligible to 

win one of four shopping sprees’ worth $250.00 to be drawn at 
8:25pm that evening (must be present to win). 

 
Winners will receive $250.00 worth of “Fairhope Downtowner 

Dollars” that can be used at any participating downtown 
merchant for the purchase of goods. Each participating 

merchant will display the “Downtowner Dollar” Participation 
Sign in their window. 

These dollars will be good through the end of 2009. 
 

Along with the $250.00 shopping spree prize, winners will also 
receive a two night stay at a local area hotel. So, if you prefer, 
you can plan a return visit at some point before the end of the 

year to enjoy the full shopping experience that can only be 
found in Fairhope. 

 
For many of you that might arrive early for the conference, 

merchants will be willing to stamp your “Downtowner 
Shopping Spree Sheet”, located in your registration packet, any 
time during the weekend and conference.  Just stop by and visit 

their shop (some merchants are closed on Sunday’s). 
Remember, turn in time is 8:15pm on Monday August 31st. 

 
 

WIN!!      WIN!!      WIN!!  
 
 
 
 


